Roads of Remembrance

Che fronince of
Fritish Calumbia

~ Memorial Avenue Dedication Program,
October 2, 1921, courtesy of Saanich Archives

Saanich Heritage BC
-w EEE

Saanich Parks 250-475-5522 saanich.ca/parks

Roads of Remembrance

Roads of Remembrance are living memorials:
avenues of trees planted to honour those who
perished in war. This kind of memaorial is not
common: there are only seven across the
country—from Montreal in the east to
Victoria-Saanich in the west.

Thousands of citizens attended the 1921
dedication of Shelbourne Memorial Avenue.
More than 1.6 km of automobiles lined

both sides of the avenue. Immediately after
Lieutenant-Governor W. C. Nichol planted the
first tree, a bugler sounded the ‘Last Post'.
“He who plants a tree plants a hope,” the
Lieutenant-Governor said. “Old men plant
young trees and the fruit of their planting
goes to another age.”
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A Unique Memorial

The original intention was that Shelbourne
Memorial Avenue should include one tree for every
British Columbian who fell in the war. Some 600
trees were planted but that number would prove
insufficient: ten times as many men and women of
British Columbia died in the Great War (WW1).

Shelbourne Memarial Avenue is unique in three
important ways. It is Canada’s oldest, first dedicated
in October 1921. In no other Canadian Road of
Remembrance do original trees still survive and
flourish. It is the only one featuring the London
Planetree, a variety noted for its hardiness and
ability to endure damage and urban pollution.
Something else makes the London Planetree
entirely worthy as a war memorial: it can live

more than 300 years.
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